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WHY MY BROTHER DIED 

(By Dante Zappala) 
This week, the White House announced, 

with little fanfare, that the two-year search 
for weapons of mass destruction in Iraq had 
finally ended, and it acknowledged that no 
such weapons existed there at the time of 
the U.S. invasion in 2003. 

For many, this may be a story of only 
passing interest. But for me and my family, 
it resonates with profound depth. 

My brother was Sgt. Sherwood Baker. He 
was a member of the Pennsylvania National 
Guard deployed a year ago with his unit out 
of Wilkes-Barre. He said goodbye to his wife 
and his 9-year-old son, boarded a bus and 
went to Ft. Dix, N.J., to be hastily retrained. 
His seven years of Guard training as a for-
ward observer was practically worthless be-
cause he would not face combat. All he need-
ed to do was learn how to not die. 

He received a crash course in convoy secu-
rity, including practice in running over card-
board cutouts of children. We bought him a 
GPS unit and walkie-talkies because he 
wasn’t supplied with them. In Iraq, Sher-
wood was assigned to the Iraq Survey Group 
and joined the search for weapons of mass 
destruction. 

David Kay, who led the group until Janu-
ary 2004, had already stated that they did not 
exist. Former United Nations weapons in-
spector Hans Blix had expressed serious 
doubts about their presence during prewar 
inspections. In fact, a cadre of former U.N. 
inspectors and U.S. generals had been saying 
for years that Iraq posed no threat to our 
country. On April 26, 2004, the Iraq Survey 
Group, at the behest of the stubborn admin-
istration sitting safely in office buildings in 
Washington, was still on its fruitless but 
dangerous search. My brother stood atop his 
Humvee, securing the perimeter in front of a 
suspect building in Baghdad. But as soldiers 
entered the building, it exploded; the official 
cause is still not known. Sherwood was 
struck by debris in the back of his head and 
neck, and he was killed. 

Since that day, my family and I have lived 
with the grief of losing a loved one. We have 
struggled to explain his death to his son. We 
have gazed at the shards of life scattered at 
our feet, in wonder of its fragility, in per-
petual catharsis with God. 

I have moved from frustration to dis-
appointment to anger. And now I have ar-
rived at a place not of understanding but of 
hope—blind hope that this will change. 

The Iraq Survey Group’s final report, 
which was filed in October but revealed only 
on Wednesday, confirmed what we knew all 
along. And as my mother cried in the kitch-
en, the nation barely blinked. 

I am left now with a single word seared 
into my consciousness: accountability. The 
chance to hold our administration’s feet to 
that flame has passed. But what of our citi-
zenry? We are the ones who truly failed. We 
shut down our ability to think critically, to 
listen, to converse and to act. We are to 
blame. 

Even with every prewar assumption having 
been proved false, today more than 130,000 
U.S. soldiers are trying to stay alive in a for-
eign desert with no clear mission at hand. 

At home, the sidelines are overcrowded 
with patriots. These Americans cower from 
the fight they instigated in Iraq. In a time of 
war and record budget deficits, many are 
loath to even pay their taxes. In the end, 
however, it is not their family members who 
are at risk, and they do not sit up at night 
pleading with fate to spare them. 

Change is vital. We must remind ourselves 
that the war with Iraq was not a mistake but 

rather a flagrant abuse of power by our lead-
ers—and a case of shameful negligence by 
the rest of us for letting it happen. The con-
sequence is more than a quagmire. The con-
sequence is the death of our national treas-
ure—our soldiers. 

We are all accountable. We all share the re-
sponsibility of what has been destroyed in 
our name. Let us begin to right the wrongs 
we have done to our country by accepting 
that responsibility. 
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TRIBUTE TO OSSIE DAVIS 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor a distinguished actor, director, producer, 
screenwriter, playwright and historian. Ossie 
Davis was an incredible man whose life’s 
work, both on and off screen, promoted the 
advancement of civil rights and humanitarian 
causes. 

Mr. Davis’ most important role may well 
have been as husband. He and his wife, also 
a prominent actor, Ruby Dee, celebrated 50 
years of marriage together in 1998. Both were 
among those selected to receive Kennedy 
Center Honors in 2004. 

The pair met during Davis’ Broadway debut 
in the play Jeb Turner. Both promoted the 
cause of blacks in the entertainment industry 
and are well known for their portrayals of char-
acters faced with racial injustice. 

My thoughts and prayers are with Ms. Dee, 
for her loss is truly a loss for us all. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE HEROIC MEN 
AND WOMEN OF THE 415TH CIVIL 
AFFAIRS BATTALION OF THE 
U.S. ARMY RESERVE 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the heroic men and women of 
the 415th Civil Affairs Battalion of the U.S. 
Army Reserve who have recently returned 
home after serving their country in Iraq. The 
sacrifices that these heroes made to protect 
and secure our country will never be forgotten 
and we are forever in their debt. 

The 415th Civil Affairs Battalion is based out 
of Kalamazoo, Michigan with soldiers coming 
from throughout the Midwest. Over the last 7 
years this battalion has been deployed five 
times, and is considered to be one of the most 
deployed battalions in the active or reserve of 
the Army. During their time in Iraq these self-
less individuals rebuilt schools, worked with 
the creation of water treatment plants and 
Iraqi hospitals. 

I would also like to extend my deepest sym-
pathy for the loss of two of their comrades, 
SPC Nichole Frye and CPT Paul Cassidy. 
They will always remain in our memories and 
their families will be in our thoughts and pray-
ers. 

With our forces fighting overseas today, we 
are vividly reminded of the debt of gratitude 
we owe our men and women in uniform who 
serve our country. The 415th Civil Affairs Bat-
talion is a glowing example of the greatness of 
our forces and on behalf of the Sixth District 
of Michigan; I would like to extend my thanks 
and appreciation for their service. 
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VETERANS BENEFITS CUTS AND 
BUDGET PROPOSAL 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, is nothing sa-
cred in this Administration’s budget? At a time 
when our greatest generation is relying more 
and more on the VA to provide health services 
and our newest veterans are returning from 
Iraq and Afghanistan, the White House is pro-
posing to slash their benefits and force them 
to pay ever increasing premiums. What hap-
pened to keeping promises to our nation’s vet-
erans? 

With the constantly rising cost of health 
care, the proposed funding falls well short of 
what is needed for our veterans. These vet-
erans paid their service to our Nation and they 
earned a lifetime of health care coverage—we 
promised it to them. Now, as the President 
wants to spend trillions of dollars to privatize 
Social Security, he also wants to break that 
promise and make veterans pay for their 
healthcare again! 

The absurdity of this would be laughable if 
it weren’t such a serious and disturbing pro-
posal. 

Thomas P. Cadmus, the National Com-
mander of the American Legion sees and un-
derstands the absurdity of this as well. He 
said, and I quote: 

‘‘It is incomprehensible that our veterans will 
pay for the shortfall in VA health-care funding 
from their own pockets as tax dollars flow out 
the back door of America.’’ 

And these tax dollars aren’t just flowing out 
the back door of America in additional foreign 
aid funding, they are also flowing out the front 
door in the form of tax cuts for the wealthiest 
one percent of our Nation. 

We have the money to keep our promise to 
our veterans and I urge the White House to 
reevaluate the budget and make the changes 
needed to reinforce the promise to our vet-
erans. 

I am also enclosing a press release from 
The American Legion which I submit for the 
RECORD to accompany my remarks. 

LEGION LEADER SAYS PROPOSED BUDGET 
REACHES DEEP INTO VETERANS’ POCKETS 

WASHINGTON, February 7, 2005.—The 
leader of the nation’s largest military vet-
erans organization reacted strongly to the 
effects that President Bush’s budget plan 
will have on veterans. He called it a smoke 
screen to raise revenue at the expense of vet-
erans. 

‘‘This is not acceptable,’’ said Thomas P. 
Cadmus, national commander of the 2.7 mil-
lion-member American Legion. ‘‘It’s nothing 
more than a health care tax designed to in-
crease revenue at the expense of veterans 
who served their country.’’ 
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